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Bradlaugh Hall, Lahore 
 

In 1889 the India National 

Congress met in Lahore.  Funds 

raised by the participants were 

put towards the construction of a 

much needed meeting place in 

the city.  Construction was 

completed in 1900 and the hall 

was named in memory of 

Bradlaugh.  It quickly became a 

focal point of political and 

cultural activity in the Punjab. 
After Ghandi launched the non-

co-operation movement in the 1920’s the students of Lahore gathered funds to set up a 

college that was independent of the British authorities. Consequently the Indian 

National College was founded by the writer and influential leader of the 

Independence Movement Lajpat Rai and based at the hall. 

 

On 30th October 1928  Rai led a 

silent protest in Lahore. The 

Superintendent of Police James 

Scott ordered a baton charge and 

personally assaulted Rai, who was 

seriously injured and died a few 

days later of a heart attack. 

Bhagat Singh – a student of the 

college – vowed to take revenge 

and participated in an attempt to 

assassinate Scott. However, due to 

a case of mistaken identity, the 

Assistant Superintendent was shot. 

Singh was subsequently convicted 

of the killing and hanged in 1931. Both Rai and Singh are now regarded as heroes and 

martyrs in the struggle for Indian Independence.  

 

Since the partition of India in 1947 the hall has been put to many uses, including most 

recently for classes of the Veterinary college. Unfortunately the hall has been seriously 

neglected and has fallen into dereliction. It is unclear who is now responsible for its 

care. 

 

For a more detailed history of the hall and its plight since the Partition of India in 1947 

please see: Revolution to Ruins: The tragic fall of the Bradlaugh Hall: 

Lajpat Rai  (1865-1928) 

http://www.dawn.com/news/1209096
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Last September London-based Punjabi writer Amarjit  Chandan and Lahore-based 

heritage activist Shalid Mirza  renewed the  campaign to save Bradlaugh Hall, 

approaching different authorities in Pakistan and India to protect the building, 

 

The Asian Historical Association believes that ‘although in its present state the building 

is nearly a ruin, enough of it is salvageable that a determined rehabilitation programme 

could return it to rightful glory 

http://www.orientalarchitecture.com/pakistan/lahore/bradlaugh_hall.php 

 

Last year London-based Punjabi writer Amarjit  Chandan and heritage activist Shalid 

Mirza  in Lahore have renewed the  campaign to save Bradlaugh Hall, approaching 

different authorities in Pakistan and India to protect the building, The  Facebook page 

Save The Bradlaugh Hall was set up last September  and has created awareness and 

concern about the plight of the hall. 

 

 The Northampton based Charles Bradlaugh Society encourage our fellow 

Northamptonians to learn about and appreciate our historic links with Lahore and the 

struggle for self-rule. We hope that our petition to the Governor of the Punjab will be 

well supported and that it will help motivate the authorities in Pakistan to intervene. We 

are pleased that Northampton’s MP’s have also given their support, and hope that many 

others will now join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drama Class, The Indian National College. 

Bhagat Singh is pictured 4th from the right. 

 

Bhagat Singh (1907-31)  

 


