
A memorable visit to Northampton by an Indian family in love with Charles Bradlaugh ideology

------by Christopher Pounds, Charles Bradlaugh Society

14 May of 2017 was a day of great pleasure for me and Ruchira. On that day we met Mr B. Ramchandra
CST Voltaire, General Secretary of Freethought Party of India & his wife Mrs Swapna Bijayini and their
son Dr. Hippu Salk Kristle Nathan. This family of admirers of Charles Bradlaugh came to Northampton
to visit the Bradlaugh Statue and spend a day at the workplace of this fearless statesman who championed
the cause of freethought. They were keen to know about the Charles Bradlaugh Society and its politico-
atheistic activities that have kept up the legacy of Bradlaugh, who had undertook the life mission to free
mankind from the bondage of religion and blind beliefs.

Mr. B. Ramachandra CST Volatire with his wife Mrs.
Swapna Bijayini & son Dr. Hippu Salk Kristle Nathan

Mr B. Ramchandra CST Voltaire is a social revolutionary.
While he was a student of Political Science he discarded
his Brahmincal (so called) ‘sacred thread’ and dropped his
caste-indicating  surname  “Senapati”.  He  was  greatly
impressed by the term: “I do solemnly affirm” in place of
the  term  “I  do  swear  in  the  name  of  God”  and  the
inclusion of  the  same in the  text  of  the  Constitution of
India.  The  provision  of  “I  do  solemnly  affirm”  in  the
Constitution  of  India  is  the  secular  way  of  taking
affirmation. This secular provision led Mr CST Voltaire to
know  more  of  Charles  Bradlaugh,  the  unputdownable
atheist MP of Great Britain and since then he has been a
great  lover  and  admirer  of  the  ideas  and  ideals  of
Bradlaugh.
In  league with  his  wife  Mrs  Swapna  Bijayini,  Mr  CST
Voltaire founded on December 10, 1980 (Human Rights
Day)  the  Social  Reform  Organization  called  AMOFOI
(Anti-caste Marriage & One-child Family Organization of
India).  It  is  quite  amazing  that  they  have  organized  as
many as 7093 priestless, secular love marriages in India to
give practical shape to ideas of freethought and humanism.

In line with Bradlagh’s advocacy on birth control, the AMOFOI couples take the oath of adhering to the
norm of one-child family, which is the need of the hour for over-populated India and the World. In order
to disseminate ideas on socio-political reforms, AMOFOI also organizes seminars and publishes books,
booklets and thereby spread the ideas of scientific temper, secularism, and to inspire people to pick up the
courage to break the barriers of caste, status and religious prejudices. As stated by Mr CST Voltaire,
while addressing the lovers getting married in AMOFOI, he used to stress the importance of the names of
the eminent personalities like Charles Bradlaugh, Voltaire, Copernicus, Darwin, JS Mill and Bertrand
Russell so that the couple in question would lead a secular and scientific way of life.

Mr. B. Ramachandra CST Volatire showing some AMOFPI-FPI Mr. B. Ramachandra CST Volatire briefing us on the



publications while admiring the Bradlaugh Statue AMOFPI-FPI activites

It  is all  the more heartening to know that Mr. CST Voltaire took the initiative in 2013 and with the
support of his friends and the AMOFOI Couples he has lunched the Freethought Party of India (FPI) on
18.05.2013, on the birthday of Bertrand Russell.  The main aim of the FPI is to ‘provide protection to
couples from being harassed by caste-minded mischievous parents and ‘bribed’ police officers’.  Both
AMOFOI and FPI are principally committed to the ideology of Charles Bradlaugh. Mr. B.Ramchandra
CST Voltaire said, “we have been demanding that Govt. of India should declare ‘One-child Family’ as
the National  Policy of  India  to  bring down the Population of India from 135 crore to  35 crore,  the
population that India had in 1947, the year of Independence. Besides, we have been campaigning for
introduction of mixed member proportional representation (MMPR) system of election in place of the
politically  unjust  first-past-the-post  (FPTP)  system  of  election,  establishment  of  prayerless  quality
English medium schools throughout India and world and the opening of marriage registration Offices at
the Gram Panchayat level in rural India and at the ward level in urban India for promotion of priestless
love marriages and provision of safety and security of the lovers. Over and above, AMOFOI and FPI are
spearheading the movement for the disarmament, establishment of World Government on the Politico-
Electoral lines of Switzerland.”

Both Mr CST Voltaire and Mrs Swapna Bijayini
are  retired  college  teachers.  Mr  CST  Voltaire
taught Political Science and Mrs Swapna Bijayini
taught Educational Thought & Health Education.
Their son, Hippu, is an Assistant Professor at the
National  Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS),
Bangalore (Karnataka), India. His chief areas of
interest include economic measurement, energy,
natural  resources,  human  development,
disarmament,  world  peace,  socio-political
reforms,  and sustainable use of resources. As a
part of civil society interventions through Peoples
Foundation  for  Scientific  Socio  Economic
Development (PeFSSED), he has been involved
in  education,  health,  and  livelihood  issues  in
urban  slums  and  remote  villages  of
Maharashtra, Odisha,  and Uttar Pradesh.  He
shared his work on rural electrification through
solar  energy  with  Ruchira,  who  works  in  this
sector.  At the time of the visit,  Dr.  Hippu was
engaged  as  a  visiting  fellow  at  the  London
School of Economics. Dr. Hippu gave a lecture
earlier in the day at the Northampton University,
on ‘Assessing Mortality-Morbidity Gap in India”.
Dr. Nathan said that he is inspired by his parents
and  was  quite  excited  to  come  to  the  city  of
Charles  Bradlaugh  who  stood  for  India’s
freedom, and was a daring voice for freedom of
thought, justice, and reform.

Dr. Hippu Salk Kristle Nathan at Northampton University



We  met  Mr.  CST  Voltaire,  Mrs  Bijayini,
and Dr. Hippu that evening at the Bradlaugh
statue  in  Abington  Square.  They  were
particularly  impressed  by  the  text  of  the
songs inscribed on the plinth ‘Bradlaugh for
Northampton’  composed  by  shoemaker
James  Wilson. They  noticed  that  much  of
the lettering on the plinth is in a poor state.
They said: It requires immediate  repair and
they asked us to bring it to the notice of the
Lord  Mayor  and  the  authorities  of  the
Borough  Council  so  that  the  Statue  of
Bradlaugh,  the  Atheistic  leader   who
Founded  of  Britain’s  National  Secular
Society in 1868, would remain for all times
to come in a shining shape. Mr. Christopher Pounds explaining the matter on the plinth at

Bradlaugh Statue to Mr. CST Voltaire and family
Mr. CST Voltaire gifted Ruchira and me the book entitled
“The  Unputdownable  Niriswarvadi  {Atheist}  British
Statesman Charles Bradlaugh” which he authored with his
elder  son Dr JP Russell  Ravan (a  Psychiatric  Doctor),  Mr
John Omprakash (President of AMOFOI), and Dr. Hippu. He
informed  that  the  book was  formally  released  on  26th

September,  2013, the 170th Birthday of Charles Bradlaugh.
The book includes a Biography of Bradlaugh by Mr.  CST
Voltaire,  two Essays by Bradlaugh:  ‘Jesus Christ’  and  ‘A
Plea  for  Atheism’,  and  an  Essay  by  Dr.  Hippu  entitled
‘Disarmament,  Increasingly  Becoming  a  lost  Goal’.  More
 than  half  of  the  Book  is  taken  up  with   514  wedding
photographs of ‘love marriages’, conducted
 by ‘AMOFOI’  in
the  year  2012 -13
breaking the walls
of  caste,  religion,
and  socio-
economic status.

(L-R) Mrs. Bijayini, Ms. Ruchira, Mr. Pounds, and
Mr. CST Voltaire

Mr. CST Voltaire gifting a publication on Bradlaugh
Earlier  that  afternoon,  Mr.  CST Voltaire and his family had
visited the Central Library to see the portrait of Bradlaugh by
Alfred Perrin. Later in the evening Ruchira and I took them to
the  Guildhall  where  the  first  President  of  Indian  National
Congress  W.C Baneraji  and  the  second  President  of  Indian
National Congress Dadabhai Naroji addressed the electors of
Charles Bradlaugh MP and they appealed to them and sought
their permission and support that Bradlaugh would act as the
Representative  of  India  in  the  British  House  of  Commons.
Then all of us visited the Northampton Market Square.



In  the  evening,  I  saw  them  off  at
Northampton station. They were quite
impressed to see the historical account
of Northampton which was presented
at the side wall before the entrance of
railway  station.  I  was  pleased  to
explain  them  every  imprint  of  the
exhibition  giving  an  account  of  the
past,  present,  and  future  of  the  city.
They  appreciated  this  effort  by
Northamptonshire County Council and
other  collaborating  organizations  and
wished  that  every  railway  station  of
the world  should have  this  model  to
educate the visitors on the significance
of the locality.

Mr. Christopher Pounds explaining the account of Northampton city as
imprinted at the Railway Station wall

An embrace of friendship – Mr. Pounds with Mr. CST Voltaire

Before  this  family  bid  goodbye  they  wished  success  for  all
activities of Charles Bradlaugh Society and invited Richira and
myself and through us, all the members of the society to visit
AMOFOI and FPI in India. Mr. CST Voltaire also appealed to
CBS to try its  best  to see  that  the Bradlaugh statue premise
remains at its best for all time to come. They assured us that life
and works of Charles Bradlaugh will  keep on inspiring their
activities back in India. 

Bidding good bye at Northampton station

I cannot think of braver or more beautiful purpose for secular organizations like AMOFOI and FPI. On
behalf of the Charles Bradlaugh Society, I am very happy to wish further growth and success for the
Freethought Party of India & AMOFOI.

------


